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SUMMER CAMPS Donot byMsi)n'lSnnSy

Ahh summer. Hot days, lemonade, homemade popsicles, plenty of free time,

sunshine and . . . boredom. Seriously, what are you going to do with your kids all

summer long? Bring excitement back into summer by signing them up for Summer

Camp! We take our incoming 7th graders to Forest Home, a beautiful mountain

retreat in the San Bernardino Forest. There they will get to know our leaders and

each other as the play games, worship and

SOME way to get your student plugged in at the very beginning of their junior high

years with us. White Water is our summer camp for incoming 8th graders and truly

there is nothing else like it. We head up north to the Klamath River, rafting and soak-

ing up the beauty of God6s creati on:waterbaft-day

ing, 1 incredible day at Clear Creek, and 4 nights of digging into God's Word d this

. . Continued CAMP On back
Is your child growing up too fast?by Jeanette Gardner Littleton
UPCOMING EVENTS

Before she was a teenager, Chelsea* had a cell phone. She also had her own 5/18 fi TXC and incoming 7th grade
room complete with cable TV and a computer with ksgleed Internet access. BY parent meeting
the time she was a young teen, she made regular salon visits and had an artifi 555 5 TxC

that made her look much older than she was. 6/1 fi Super TNL
By the time Chelsea was 14, a new car sat in the driveway, just waiting for her ¢;15 _6/13 i Promotion Weekend
a driving permit. 6/15 fi TNL

By 15, Chelsea pretty much had it all and was bored.

A few months later, Chelsea dropped a bomb on her parents by &mkpegmis-

sion to get married. "After all," she reasoned, "we're already married in God's «

And to compound their shock, she was expelled from school for drug possessi

"I don't understand how this could happen," her mom, Dawn, said. "We raised . _ _

a strong Christian home. And she's not some underprivileged kid. | went back //+1 1 Parent Meeting: White Water

work to make sure she had all the advantages." 713 n TNL _

We want our kids to have good things in life. But lavishing them with too many 7/13 fi Parent Meeting: Forest Home

good things is like letting children gorge on caddyin the long run, it hurts their  7/18 -7/25 it White Water & 8th grade

health, hinders their appetite for wholesome things and leads to a hunger for r 7/20 fi TNL

harmful ones. 7127 i LNT (Late Night Tuesdays)

Just as we limit sweets in our children's diets, we also need to set healthy limit 7/28 i Beach Day 12 -3 PM

other areas. We can do this by creating appropriate stages and boundaries.  8/1-8/6 Forest Home & 7th grade
8/3 A TNL

Why Walt') 8/41 Beach Day 12 -3PM

Creating appropriate stages means putting age limitations on behaviors that ri 810 i LNT (Late Night Tuesdays)

kids out of childhood such as wearing makeup, enjoying Internet use, having &/11 fi Beach Day 12 -3 PM

cell phone and getting a job. By delaying these activities until an appropriate a 817 1 TNL

use them as rites of passage that mark a healthy progress toward adulthood. 8/18 fi Beach Day 12 -3 PM

As we set up stages and boundaries, we give our children something to look f( 8/24 fi Beach TNL

to. We help them see that maturity is a process, not something that automatic: 8/27 -8/28 fi All Night Summer Finale

happens when they turn 18. This approach also teaches our children that it's OK to

wait for something. Our society says, "Have everything you want now! Don't wait. Go for it!" But seeking instant gratificatio

often leads to longerm problems, such as massive debt, destroyed relationships and wounded err ot 4 GROWING UP on back

6/18 -6/19 i OverNighter

6/22 i TNL

6/29 i LNT (Late Night Tuesdays)
7/6 i TNL

JOIN US FOR OUR WEEKEND SERVICE IN THE JR. HIGH ROOM e PLAY GAMES
SATURDAY @ 5:40 PM e  WORSHIP
SUNDAY @ 9:00 AM, 10:50 AM, and 6:00 PM e LEARN FROM THE WORD



SIGN UP FOR CAMP ASAP!HIIHIII

CAMP, continued from front
camp is

not to be

mi ssed! ! The cost of each camp is $399, but

payment plans and scholarships for students available. Check out the North Coast Junior High website at

www.jh78.com for info about cost, a what

FROM THE BIBLE
MATTHEW 7:24 -27

24*Therefore everyone who hears
these words of mine and puts them
into practice is like a wise man who
built his house on the rock. 5The rain
came down, the streams rose, and the
winds blew and beat against that
house; yet it did not fall, because it had
its foundation on the rock. %But every-
one who hears these words of mine
and does not put them into practice is
like a foolish man who built his house
onsand. % The rain came down, the
streams rose, and the winds blew and
beat against that house, and it fell with

-to -bring list, and medical release forms. Hope to see you there!

GROWING UP, continued from front

Questions to consider

There are no set rules for determining the ages when kids should be allowed to have or do
certain things. Each family and each child is different. But as you think about stages for
your kids, ask yourself these questions:

e What is the reason for letting my child have or do tikiePinstance, §earold Tay-

lor has a cell phone, which she uses to call her mom at work while she stands at the bus
stop alone every morning. For Taylor and her mom, the phone is a matter of security. On
the other hand, Lindsey started asking for a cell phone in junior high. But since Lindsey
just wanted a phone to impress her peers, her mom decided that Lindsey could have one
when she was old enough to get a job and earn the money to pay for it. Sometimes we
have to evaluate whether an item is a frivolous accessory or something that's important to

a great crash.”

a child's seiimage. A mom may balk at letting a daughter get a bra before she has the
figure to fit it, but parents sometimes need to realize that when kids see their classmates developing physically, they don't
want to be the only one in school who's "still a baby."

e Is my child ready for this responsibility?my son isn't mature enough to avoid using a cell phone during class, then I'm do-
ing him a disservice by giving him one. Sometimes we even put our kids at risk by letting them have privileges too early.
One mom was horrified to learn that her daughter was giving out personal information to men on the Internet.

e Am | ready for this responsibilityRarenting is tough enough without giving yourself extra work. When we let our children
enter a new stage, we have the added job of helping them handle the new privilege responsibly. Letting a child have a phone
in his room, for instance, may mean monitoring to make sure he's not chatting with friends when he should be doing home-
work.

e Will jumping too soon to a particular life stage send unintended messages to my child aimagelbr materialismwill
letting a daughter get too many beauty treatments too young make her think her appearance is the most important thing in
life? Will letting a boy have too many electronic toys too young set him up for always having to buy the latest gadget?

Give them a hand

When your child reaches a new stage, enthusiasti-
cally help him or her enter it. When he's old enough
for a mountain bike, help him select one. When she's
old enough to shave her legs, pick out gel and razors
together and show her how to do it. When your son is
ready for a job, help him research the market. Use
life stages not only as signposts of growing up but
also as opportunities to start something new with
your child.

*name has been changed
This article first appeared in the January, 2008 issl®ofis on the Familyjnagazine. Copyright © 2008 Jeanette Gardner

NEED INFO?
PHONE: CALL 766724-6700
WEB: www.jh78.com

Tuesday Night Live 2 TNL
Join us almost every Tuesday 7
Junior High Room opens at 6pm

-9pm



